GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
with increasing Great Britain's influence and prestige, not only
to counteract the importance of the Baghdad Railway, but also
to provide a greater claim to Mesopotamia as her sphere of
influence in the event of the break-up of Turkey. The Resident
of Baghdad had telegraphed, June 2 3rd, 1913, to the Govern-
ment of India and to H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople:
In view of the possible break-up of Turkey and in the
meantime the development of preparatory foreign spheres of
interest, it seems incumbent on the British Government to
preserve every kind of priority which they already possessed
in Mesopotamia, their natural sphere in the Ottoman
dominions. Hence any abolition of British Post Offices in
Turkey should not extend to those at Baghdad and Basra.
The Residency guard and the R.I.M.S. Comet are appur-
tenances to be jealously guarded, for the present.1
A month later, the Acting Resident in Baghdad presented a
full plan for extending Great Britain's position.z He advocated
an extension of the irrigation system under British auspices, as
one of the most important means to that end, saying: cTo gain
control of this system and create an imperium imperio is important.
Control of water will give control of revenue assessment, per-
haps control of collection.5 As to railways, they would be
auxiliary to irrigation and to the agriculture which it would
encourage,3 while steam navigation, he believed, would
have to give way both to irrigation and to the railways. The
importance of oil, in his opinion, had not been proven.4
Germany was not unwilling that Great Britain should possess
1 Cited: Reports on Events in Tmkish 'Iraq, June, 1913
2 He had already urged that increased efforts should be made to add Mosul,
not then belonging to any sphere of influence, to Great Britain's sphere.  He
had suggested that the Church Missionary Society might be aided financially
and that Sir Edward Grey should approach the Jewish Colonization Society to
subvent schools where English would be taught.   Nestorians should also be
encouraged. Ibid., February, 1913.
s 'Give the Tigris and Euphrates escapes into the deserts, and Babylon will
again rival Egypt and the railways will be one of the best paying concerns in the
world.* Willcocks, Sir W., Near East, June 6th, 1913.
4 Reports on Events in Turkish 'Iraq, July, 1913.
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